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i ON THE MORNING AFTER WE ARRIVED, WITH THE SCENT OF OUR OLD HOME | —
- : STILL LINGERING IN MY CLOTHES, I WAS SENT OFF TO MRS, GREEDER'S THIRD | . Xx
& GRADE AT MAYFLOWER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.

CLASS, I'D LIKE US ALL TO
GIVE A WARM MAYFLOWER ELEMENTARY £
WELCOME TO YOUR NEW FRIEND AND "x
CLASSMATE JING JANG! 3

JIN WANG, ,
== JIN WANG! )

HE AND HIS FAMILY
RECENTLY MOVED TO OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD ALL THE WAY /
FROM CHINA! 4




MY MOMMA
SAYS CHINESE PEOPLE
EAT DOGS.

” NowBE
( NICE, Timmy!

JIN'S FAMILY
PROBABLY
STOPPED THAT
SORT OF THING |
AS SOON AS THEY !
CAMETOTHE |
UNITED
sTaTES! A

THE ONLY OTHER ASIAN IN MY

CLASS WAS SUZ.Y NAKAMURA.
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WHEN THE CLASS FINALLY FIGURED OUT
THAT WE WEREN'T RELATED, RUMORS
BEGAN TO CIRCULATE THAT SUZY AND T
WERE ARRANGED TO BE MARRIED ON HER
THIRTEENTH BIRTHOAY.
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WE AVOIDED EACH OTHER
AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE,
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CAN YOU
NOT ASK AMELIA
OUT AGAIN?

YOU LIKE
HER?

: IT's JUST
No"‘%ﬁ‘ it THAT SHE'S A GOOD :
s NO! FRIEND AND T WANT :
LIKE ASISTERTO :
W TO MAKE SURE SHE ,
ME! WEVE KNOWN t
MAKES GOOD CHOICES,
EACH OTHER SINCE, ; 4
YOU KNOW? WERE AL~ :
LIKE, PRESCHOOL
— L oLeOn! MOST IN HIGH SCHOOL.
SHEHAS TO START ‘
PAYING ATTENTION TO ;

WHO SHE HANGS
OUT WITH.
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AW, GEEZ. LOOK, JIN,
't SORRY, THAT SOUNDED
WAY HARSHER THAN T MEANT
IT TO.I JUST DON'T KNOW
IF YOURE RIGHT FOR HER,
OKAY? THAT'S ALL.

NO
HARD FEEL-
INGS?

THANKS,
MAN!T APPRE-
CIATEIT!

AND YOU
CAN DO ME THE
FAVOR?
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50 Y0U 50 Y0U
CANDO ME THE CANDO METHE
FAVOR? ?
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oY/ YEAH-THE
cAn Do W FAVOR OF A PUNCH
FAVORN. IN THE FACE!
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SEE WHAT
I MEAN? HE'S
ANICE GUY, BUT }
HE'S KIND OF A
GEEK. IMEAN,
WHAT'S WITH
THE HAIR?

B




Timmy
SAID SOME-

THING STUPID
TO ME TODAY.

TO THIS BIRTHDAY PARTY

YOU KNOW, OVER
THE WEEKEND TWENT

FOR LAUREN SUZUKI, MY
BEST FRIEND IN
SECOND GRADE,

WE USED TO
GO TO JAPANESE

TO HER PARTY, IWAS
PRETTY EXCITED.

SCHOOL TOGETHER. I
HADN'T SEEN HER IN YEARS,
SO WHEN MY MOM TOLD
ME WE WERE GONNA GO
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ABOUT TWENTY

MINUTES INTO THE PARTY, LAUREN AND HER
THOUGH, II‘]GUREDP out’ NEW FRIENDS HAD THEIR
THAT LAUREN DIDN'T ACTUALLY © OWN THING GOING, SO I
SPENT THE REST OF THE

INVITE ME. HER MOM WANTED
TO HANG OUT WITH MY MOM,
AND I SORT OF JUST 6OT

BROUGHT ALONG.

PARTY WATCHING TV IN THE
LIVING ROOM, I FELT SO
EMBARRASSED.

TODAY,
WHEN TIMMY CALLED
MEA.. ACHINK, T
REALIZED .. .DEEP DOWN
INSIDE . . . IKINO OF FEEL
LIKE THAT ALL THE
TIME.
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